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unday magazine
JUNE 15, 1975

Art exhibition
opens today

OPENING today is an exhibition of the recent paintings of
the famous Chinese brushpainter Cheng Haw n, at the
Bargkok Metropolitan Bark Buflding (5th floor), Sam Yek,
near the Empire Hotel on Yawaraj Road,

Mr Chorg has been painting since he was 14 in Penarg,
Malaysia,, later he went to Horg Korg where he took an art
course at the Lingnam Art School, under the guldance of
Prof Chao Shao-An, Although this is hisfirst visit to Bang-
kok he has had over 20 exhibitions in Horg Kong, Taiwan,
S and Malaysia,

he exhibition, which will be open daflyuntil Tuesday
(10 a.m. to 6 p.m) will feature over 120%:,“'° ranging
from landscapes and scenery to birds and rs.

After leaving Bangkok, Mr Cherg will be visiting London,
Paris and Rome, and the international Art Centre in London
will in the near future be sponsoring several exhibitions of
his work in Europe,
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Mr Cheng seeks the perfed pidure

hibition of 127

one of which he sold for
a five-figure sum. By his
own admission, it Is one of
his best — a landscape

CIENG HAW CHEN

just painting measuring ap-

owners and present loca-
tihas hardly become im-
portant.

H 8

*To be able to paint
more and for as long a
time as 1 can — that Is
my ambition,” He doesn't
seem to ask much  from
life, I comment. *Can I
reasonably ask that I be

able to paint FOREVER?*
Mr Cheng has already for=
mulated’ his later plans.
=~ *“When I have to accept
1 can no longer paint, when
that time comes I shall
teach Chinese painting In
Talpel.”

Mr Cherg’s beginnings
are ldentical with those
of other artists. *I start-
ed by copying pictures in
books and ines when

*1 Indulge them whea I'm
locked up In my studio
and preparing for another
painting.”

After ~ Bangkok, Mr
Cheng will take his pain-
tings to Chiang Mal for
a  three-day exhibition
sponsored by the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce, A
European exhibition  will
follow i.n July with the co-
of Londor’s In-

I was 3 young boy. My
uh)d teacher noticed the

(LW MTRAITSE TIMES WEONESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1978

Cheng takes
his brush
paintings

to London

has been In

lanuu w two  weoks
visited

.i?‘ nince
Illl.!onul Art Gallery.

The tehm
g
There 18 a smal

employs single firm
Im forrthe :.b]:leu
basle qua-

in 0 of Chinese beush

3 Mr, E‘he 's ambition
(! W have hls own art
4:' LOR! kallery but
L Mure whe
LUy Juat yet bee
™ nh not yet over, —
f AJIB RAHMAN,

pleces —

It might be a
tough life
but artist

Cheng
just loves it

KUMA LUMPUR,

As a
young boy he
roamed the art
galleries  of Pe-
nang, looking and
learning.

At 26, Mr. Cheng
Haw Chien is a
professdonal artist
and has held a
number of exhibi-
tons In varlous
countries,

- o RPN i
ARTIST Cheng with one o.f Ms favourite

and devel
entirely his own.

Mr. Cheng who re-
turned from Taiwan
two months ago will
kold a one-man Chin-
ese brush palnting ex-
hibition at the Hotel
Merlin, from Feb, 8th.
to 10th,

in my drawings
and the maturity of thelr
style.® At 14 he moved from

Schoal for five years. The
next five years he spent
at Taiwan's Cheng Chi Unl-

* versity.

“1 shall never forget my
school teacher. Had it not
been for his encouragement
I would most likely be

| a schoolmaster now,”

He reminds me of one,
1 blurt out. Or perhaps a
Chingse businessman. A

barker, for instance. Mr

Cherg casts a sidelong
glance and smiles. *Is it

| because of my halr?™ He

umtlonal Art Centre.
juefien]
Ll L

During his five-day ex-
hibitlon in Bangkok, Mr
Cheng held demonstrations
and discussions on the
techniques of Chinese
brush painting. What were
same of the points he ex-

ained?

For a start, the im-
portance of strokes, which
surpasses the Importance
of colour. One has to have
good control of his hands,
for in Chinese painting one
stroke should never be gone
over with another,

Then there's traditio-
nal symbolism attached to
different things in nature,
Wealth for the peony, which
is among the most difml-
cult flowers to grow in
the world. Bamboo, which
means good luck. An Im-
maculately white bird
which  symbolises good
luck. The ferocious tiger
stands for a hero.

There are several
others — all of which con-
stantly recur in Mr
Cheng’s  paintlngs. He
seems to exhaust the pos-
sibilities of portraying

e

oped a

“l do have my share
of eccentricities,” hasays,
if that's what you mean.”
But he chooses not to In-

There  are several
others — all of which con-
stantly recur im Mr
Cherg’s  paintings. e
seems to exhaust the pos-
sibllitles of portraying
nature in his works, | re-
mark,

Mr Cherg checks me,
*The:e is mo way one can
exhaust nature’s possilil-
ties. They're Infinite.”

One of Mr Cheng’s brush paintings,
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