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A tourist and an artist

ToMalaysian artist Cheng Haw-
Chien, life is about seeing the
- world and painting what he sees.

Lucky Beijingers can see
Cheng’s impressions at an exhibi-
tion at the China Art Gallery from
July 15 to 21.

As a touring painter, Cheng has
- seen sights and had adventures
that few can dream of. He wit-
nessed the splendid explosion of a
volcano located in the Indian
Ocean. He was almost killed by
natives while hacking through a
tropical African forest. And he
hag lived with kangaroos and

ER55F1994

koalabearsinthe Australian bush.

In 1980, the artist began an
around-the-world tour, seeking
fresh inspiration for his traditional
Chinese painting. His earnest love
for nature constantly fed his emo-
tions and his work.

His works are a combination of
old and new: traditional skills and
modern ideas and subjects. Mod-
ern drawbridges appearin the con-
ventional bamboo bush, and ram-
butan, a Malaysian red-haired
fruit, appears in ink pictures for
the first time.

The 46-year-old artist studied the

masters Zhang Dagian, Zhao
Shao’ang and Huang Junbi. He has
held exhibitions in the big cities of
Southeast Asia and Europe.

Cheng’s wide experience makes
him more than ready for prime-
time acclaim.

In recent years, Cheng, president
of the Malaysian Central Art Acad-
emy, has devoted himself to teach-
ing, handing down his love of art to
the next generation.

Location: China Art Gallery, 1
Wusi Dajie, Dongcheng District

Telephone: 401-2252

by Tian Tou
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