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Traditional Chinese technique aepicts an ue 'de:picts an altogether different world

Artist
- out of

Africa

A world of animals and landscapes is =
the /nspiration forartist Cheng Haw-
chien, writes Annabel Walker

N adherence to his strict

»
same, but the
training in Chinese act subjects from

my
travels are what i

makes my work

bi?ﬁ thrcnm'tl iu;p u;: almost unusual. "
e choice of subject Cheng uses th
A ite matter for painter Cheng watercolours and oiris nt;—n?\gi;)n:;
i “hien., o thick fibrous paper and poster

The Malaysian-born painter uses
aditional Chinese methods to paint
wild mix of landscapes and animals
om Africa, Australia, epal and
alayvsin subjects close to his
art s drawn from his wide and
ried travels. »

“We can't keep on with the Old
asters,” he& says. “"We must have
mething new, we must move on.
painters we need to create,

‘1 want to create somethimg differ-
t from the traditional Chinese
intings.

‘The medium I use. is almost the

RTIST!C PRIDE: An African lion.

paints.
The pictures of penguins Inted
while in Australia, “u:-es l?l.;,‘nﬂ.‘ﬂ‘
ditlonal Chinese brush to create, ina
st‘;‘nke‘nlhe body of a bird which
normally  would not featu
Chinese art at all. ERL A
Another example in his current
Hong Kongexhibition entitled Cheer of
Africa is his pleture.-of a wate
thatlooksas though it is set in Chirm,
but is actually Victoria Falls, Africo.
Cheolip-enjoys this combination.
“With Oui" Of Africa, 1 tried to !
create new subjects by using Africa '

as a domunant theas, -

e =
Shalke the bones .

“Chinese painting is very strict, so
by introducing alternative subjects,
I can break with that. [ know that by
doing this some people will say | am
Dot trsditional but [ want to shake

Lo S -—
S e = e o T
Shake l.h:bones -

“Chinese painting is very strict, so
by introducing alternative subjects,
I can break with that. I know thiit by
doing this some people will say 1T am
not traditional but I want to shaoke
the bones of Chinese painting.'*

This is what makes Cheng's worlk
s0 interesting. He appears to be one
thing in style, but cannot be' char

arizad o ch, bocause

Beautiful birds fiving across the
sunset seem Chinese, until you take
i y1 P

in the which
shiiws their beating wings heavy
with the heat of the sun and the
African plain laid out below.
Cheng's Interest in animals
reflected by the elephants, zebras
and kangaroos that his work fea-
tures.
= love is particularly strong for
African ostrich. Several of his

- nmmmm

the burning, Prisat-

works feature

companied by

l_*].ng. African sun
So

ostriches,

thas -y

j _bird T a-atlincrudj‘hle
o @hg ddscribes the riog
ences. “h..fx' ““'!—‘-Ef—p?ff

Cheng's youthfil appearance be-
the has been

fact that  he
- Frur e a2
: Tor I'll:tnf.
& ‘bird 1 ::!e st incrediblo
Speads and g déscribes the ride
as on

of His most exciting experi-
ences. T RS

Cheng's youthful sppearance be-
lies the fact that he has bees
exhibiting for nearly 30 years and
has had solo exhibitions spsonins
Asia and Europe.

The present show will laterfestore
o the mninksod — =

keen was Cheng to get o ose,

+ DEERMOUNTAIN: Cheng’sview of the ing
M= fonture  ostriches, ach He later came to study in Hong

Cheng feels that things are Somme-
what easier for Malaysian artists
nowadays from that which he ex-
perienced in his formative yvears.

“There were really no art schools
in Malaysia. To train you had o
study abroad: in Hong Kong o=
Taiwan,"” he says,

Cheng began studying Chiness
painting and calligraphy under =
Buddhist monk when he was just 18
yvears” old.

mﬁ ppanied by the burning, pulsat- Kong and at the Taiwan University.
~ rms Ch et Nqims;nﬁ :I ¢"h > thi
= o R eng o get e - an *heng  sees =
A Fise o8k a ridd on ﬂ?ostrir‘h on strengthening of the Malaysian
» I recent trip. Trained for racing, economy over the past five years as
= L2 = ‘_mogu -at 1mi;udi::ge important for local artists.
aw e¢scribes the ride The self-generating cycle of more
— &‘g of his most exciting experi-  sales of work leading to more artists
= = e =2 able to paint. can only be good, says
Ches [DeEng's vnulhﬂl;m : e be- cheng. -
B the fgct R, nas l’_.e_." ‘But as an artist he ruefully admits
ad e Dara L@ mioTe sl aucbuvuablc LITI P LA DO AU LSS,
iy | --%a._; arnd Cheng describes the ride The self-generating cycle of more
as at_hi= mos: exciting experl- sales of work leading to more artists
— s ECe R = -re able to int, can only be good, says
akb Cheng's vouthful aplearance be- Cheng.pﬂ & d -
Ci r-ilimstine fact that’ he has b"'m; But as an artist he ruefully admits
ot Sow mme iy 0 PANES AN that he finds it hard to guess which of
= E— e "_i"- SN SPRDTIINS his paintings n:lnz commercially
M e = - - stronger thaniothers. .
TR srrteisoa will later feature 1
- : His int of an erupting vol-
LS T el el . o ek 'u‘g' isiand which he
S Formmualive years wity o, led friends to shal heir
k| Chemg feels that things are, some h"‘t"-l-"'l‘i“ him and warn that it would
i vt o syafnrn artists et
But for Cheng, painting is primar-
i1y to express — not to e money.

Cheng combines his artistic life
with his job as the Director of the
Metropolitan Gallery of Fine Arts in
Kuala Lumpur. Prior to this he was
the Principal of Kuala Lumpur's
Central Academy of Art.

‘he posts| give him much-needed

21 [l 8 el in the administrative

oink va.

side of the arts and also give him a
great opportunity for tea 2.
which he enjoys.

Mmcorporating his love for travel
“into his work and personal life has

taken some organising, but he fi

travel is vital for his inspiration.

pr he is i his next trip

for a series of paintings. The subject,
Wthe North Pole.

Cultural exchange

Travel is Vital 10F NS INsSpiration. AT

present he is planning his next trip

for a series of paintings. The subject,
Wthe North Pole.

Cultural exchange
His one regret is that so few of his

countryvmen and women show
abroad. Cheng suggests that plac
such as Hong T
greatoer support for cultural
exchanges.

“For a Malaysian it can be very
difficult to establish the contacts
nesded to exhibit abroad,” he says.
“Many Hong Kong artists come to
Malaysia, but few Malaysians come
to Hong Kong.""

W Our of Africa, The Paintings Of
Cheng Haw-chien, Monday to
Saturc v 10 am-8 pm, until 10 May,
Artpreciation Gallery. 201 Printing
House, 8 Duddell Street, Central.
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