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Govt to build
Cultural
Village soon

KUCHING, Sat.- The State Govern- +
ment will be undertaking the construc- ' Bt

tion of a $6 million proposed **Cultural
Village” at Damai Resort, Santubong
near here, Assistant Minister for En-
vironment and Tourism David Teng
disclosed today.

He said tender would soon be called for
the village which will have permanent
exhibits of the cultures, arts, handicrafts,
dance performances of the various ethnic
groups in the state.

Mr Teng said the village would also
incorporate a theatre for cultural perform-
ances for the tourists and centres for the
demonstration of the making of the hand-
icrafts and selling of these products. Tt will
also have a man-made lake.

“Artists could even suggest 1o set up a
‘live-in" artist community in the village to
facilitate the learning and marketing of
their works,”” he added when opening a
one-man show featuring renowned Malay-
sian artist Cheng Haw-Chien’s work at
Dewan Tun Abdul Razak here.

“

; 3 ~ Artist Cheng introducing his masterpieces to Mr Teng yesterday. Behind them Is Kuching
The show is by the Kuchin
ja’mpmm”d, PE S e ks Jaycees president JIC Senator Paul Kong and on the left is the exhibition organising chief
) ethnic groups not only to foreign tourists “This is only possibie provided that there |
but also urban peopie. s enderstanding and wTy E=mong the races
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By C.Y. KEEN

E SCRIPTS his own cartoons

and draws Chinese brush paint-

ings. Contrasts like these run
strongly through the life of 13-year-old
Fok Kuk Seng, one of the young parti-
cipants at the 1987 National Brush
Painting Competition.

The competition was held simul-
taneously at 18 venues throughout
Malaysia on Nov 4.

It was jointly organised by six bo-
dies among which were the Central
Academy of Art (CAA), Nanyang
Siang Pau and the Taiwan Normal Uni-
versity Graduates Association of Se-

1 or.

anT%e competition, the second year in
the running, was held at two categories
— secondary schools and open.

Kuk Seng, who represented the
Chung Hwa Independent High School in
Jalan Ipoh, Kuala Lumpur, draws
with firm strokes showing no hesitation
at all. The close scrutiny of on-
lookers obviously does not bother him.

Although diffident throughout the
interview which was conducted in a
mixture of Cantonese and Mandarin,
his reply to why he only uses black ink
was quick, defensive yet matter-of-
fact: “I have only black ink."

Folk heroes

The earnest, likeable lad revealed
he would use different colours if he
could get his hands on them. Noneth-
eless, his painting of bamboo leaves and
fishes, as yet untitled, does not de-
tract from life-like quality for lack of
colour.

“I only learnt Chinese brush paint-
ing last year,” said Kuk Seng.

He has been doing watercolours
previously and won a consolation prize
in a regional interschool art competi-
tion recently. This is his first try at a
brush painting competition.

Kuk Seng spends his leisure
playing table-tennis and badminton. He

ikes science fiction as well as books
at the other end of the spectrum — ad-
ventures of ancient Chinese folk her-

oes.
Ng Yong Swee, 21, a fine art student

of the CAA, also joined the competition

for the first time. He has been draw-

' cm;n l!aw-(jhlqllo
prlngclpal of the
J Central Academy

Fok Kuk Seng, one of the young participants at the brush painting

competition. Picture by AHMAD FAUZI

ing since he was in Standard Two.

“I used to draw comic strip char-
acters like Superman and Atom Man
for fun. I gave the drawings to my
friends,"” he said.

Yong Swee had no idea what he
would paint until the very afternoon of
the competition. He produced a vi-
brant, colourful landscape of trees be-
side a riverbank.

The competition attracted about
500 participants compared to the esti-
mated 400 who took part last year.

Mr Cheng Haw-Chien, the or-
ganising committee chairman, who is
also the principal of the CAA, felt the
“response was overwhelming."

However, the development and pro-
gress of the Chinese brush painting in
Malaysia is still slow.

“There is a need to promote the art
among all races. Last year, only Chin-
ese took part in the competition,” ad-
ded Mr Adam Eng, the public relations
officer of the CAA.

The organising committee in
Kuala Lumpur is still waiting for de-

tails of the participants at the other
venues, including those at Sabah and
Sarawak. Only Chinese artists regis-
tered at the CAA, the venue for Selan-
gor/Kuala Lumpur. :

“We also know of foreigners who do
not have chances to show off their ta-
lent other than in a competition,” Eng
attested.

There were no restictions on the
theme or size of painting submitted ex-
cepted that the work must reflect the
local scene.

In keeping with this, one teenage
artist drew a hotch-potch of stalls in-
cluding a nasi-lemak stall. The usual
mist-shrouded landscapes of nonde-
script origin were also featured.

To prevent biased Jjudging of the
competition, the organising committee
plans to invite four or five prominent
artists from Taiwan, Hong Kong or Sin-
gapore. Winning entries and other
works of merit will be exhibited at the

Menara Maybank early next year.
Malayan Banking Berhad is the sole
sponsor of the event. Cash prizes and
medals will be given away.

R a ek
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