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Global quest

for nature’s treasures
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THE historie Bridge over
th River Kwai stands
wly in harmony with
the lush greenery of Kan-
chunaburi Province, Cute

Hitle penquins frolic on
an ey coast; a  lonely
erane soars above the
wildernans

HSue images serve as
inmplr mn for

Malaysinn-born Chinese
artint Cheng Haw-Chien,
who has travelled the
wiorld Lo capture its
auty. His impressions
wve been reflected in
boautiful watercolour
artist Cheng Haw-Chien,
who has travelled the
world to  capture its
auty. His impressions
ave been reflected in
beautiful watercolour
and ink works in a mod-
ern Chinese style.
Returning to Thailand
for the second time,
Cheng will unveil his lat-
est collection at the Bang-
kok Metropolitan Bank's
exhibition hall in Suan
Mali tomorrow morning

CHENG.. rospact tor
the power of nature.
at 10 nm
Organised  jointly by
CHENG.. rospect for
the power of nature.
at 10 a.m.
Organised jointly by

the Chinese Association
in Thailand, the Hakkas
Association of Thailand,
the China Alumni Associ-
ation and the Techasum-
phan Association of Thai-
land, the three-day exhi-
bition will be officially
opened by the bank’s

(5hang’s “‘Bridge over the

S

chairman  / president,

Udane Tejapaiboon.
Born n Penang in
18948, of Cantonese ori-

Egin, Cheng began his art

NS R W

chairman / president,
Udane Tejupaiboon.

Born in Penang in
1948, of Cantonese ori-
gin, Cheng began his art
lessons at a very young
age, having first learned
the rudiments of painting
from a Buddhist monk,
Ven Chuk Mor. He later
studied with Prof Chao
Shao-an in Hong Kong.
Cheng eventually ob-
tained his degree in art
from the National

River Kwai,"-

University of Taiwan and
the Lingnan School of Art
in Hong Kong.

At only 18, he joined
the Young Artists Exhi-
bition of North Malaysia
‘and later participated in
a prestigious exhibition
at the Penang Museum.
His first one-man show
was in 1969 he was
only 1 then and he
has since been travelling
the world, from Asia to
Europe and from the US
to South American and
Auvstralin

has since been travelling
the world, from Asia to

Europe and from the US
to South America and
Australia

Now a respected art
teac_her. Cheng was
earlier this year ap-
pointed principal of the
Central Academy of Art
in Malaysia.

'PLUMS AND BAMBOO |
TREES ARE OUT

— He may

be an artist of the ancient

Chinese brush but his sub-
jects could very well

be

FOR THIS ARTIST

PENANG, Fri.

ideas®, as he calls them,
will be included in his
exhibition at the Chung

Ling Old Boys® Association

Trinidadian natives, Tahi- in Anson Road from to-
tiun fruits or the jungles morrow.
ol Brazil. . Sy 2
; The exhibition will be
‘I don’t want to paint opened by Datuk Lim
the traditional plums or eng Kim at 4pum. It
bumboo trees like other will be opened to the
Chinese brush painters,”™ blic between 10a.m. and
suid  35-year old Cheng p-m. until Tuesday.
Haw-chien, a former Chung
Ling High School student. Mr Cheng, whose home-
i e town is Balik Pulau, gr
My exhibitions have duated trom the Nati
taken me o places like Chengehi University in - |
Trinidad, Surinam, Guya- wan and the Lingnan Insti- |
i, Brazil, the  United tute olb’ Fine Arts in Hong
States and  Englund ** he Mr Cheng Kong in 1972,
savied
1 dium like Chinese ink .** He is now the principal
When I began painting For example, Mr Cheng ol the Central AL‘H!\’HI\'
the  exotic lundscapes ol said he had painted the of Art in Kuala Lumpur
those countries, | realised Cambridge University cam- which  ofters  courses  in
such untraditional subjecis pus, and the lcuazu water- ine acts, commercial art,
could be beautitully inter-  fall ot Brazil. photography  and intenor
preted in oan aneient me- This collection ol “‘new desipn.
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Through his numerous

paintings, Cheng mani-
fests his great respect for
nature, its growth and
power. He selects certain
aspects of the environ-
ment to present to view-
ers, highlighting details
of the landscape which
otherwise may pass unno-
ticed. Cheng's refusal to
distort nature for artistic
surposes, coupled  with
is refusal Lo allow
dramatic values to domi-

L ‘_play, arg
distort nature for artistic
urposes, coupled with

is refusal to allow
dramatic values to domi-
nate his brushwork and
colour play, are indica-
tive of his extraordinary
senslt.i'vil.y and artistic
maturity.

The public are invited
to peep into Cheng's
world of beauty, free of
charge, daily from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
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